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Internationally focused master’s degree  
programs based on a commitment to social  

justice and intercultural communication



“ You don’t master intercultural 
awareness through books or 
theory. It comes from work-
ing with people from all over 
the world and understanding 
the mindsets and beliefs that 
shape who they are. At SIT, 
each working group is like a 
‘global lab’ in which people 
bring in their own cultures  
and experiences from all over 
the world. It is the diversity  
of my fellow classmates that  
prepared me best for a  
global career.”

    ALIA SANTINI 
SIT GRADUATE INSTITUTE ALUMNA 
CLIENT SERVICES DIRECTOR  
THE TRIUM GROUP
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SIT Graduate Institute is a unique 
place that prepares students to  
make a difference in the world. I often  
describe the institute as being shaped 
by the “three P’s.”

The first of these is the extraordinary 
people who come to SIT as students, 
staff, and faculty. Our students are 
committed and accomplished people 
who come from over 30 countries and 
speak nearly 60 languages. Students 
often remark that they never realized 

that they would be surrounded by so many internationally minded people 
working to make the world a more peaceful and just place. Our faculty  
members are not only great teachers but world-class practitioners. Many  
of them are working for nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), foundations, 
governments, community-based organizations, and schools across the world. 
This amazing group of students and faculty are joined by a staff that cares 
deeply about the program and mission. 

Second, SIT Graduate Institute delivers transformative experiential learning 
programs, which weave together coursework, practice, and inquiry. At SIT, 
students become the architects of their own education. Our curriculum is  
custom designed to provide students with a strong general foundation, 
reinforced by collaborative activities that stress learning by doing. As they 
progress, students are encouraged to narrow their fields of expertise through 
hands-on fieldwork, which culminates in our signature weeklong capstone 
seminars. The result is an intense intellectual experience that equips students 
with the leadership and tools they need for successful and meaningful careers.   

Finally, SIT Graduate Institute is a special place. Our network, infrastructure, 
and resources extend from SIT’s stunningly beautiful campus in Vermont to 
locations across the globe. Since SIT is an integral part of World Learning’s 
global network, students have opportunities to study, conduct field research, 
teach, and build connections in more than 70 countries. Recent students have 
completed intensive field coursework in Mexico, Morocco, and Washington, DC. 

Incoming students have an opportunity to be at SIT Graduate Institute at a 
historic time in our development, as we undergo changes that will further 
enhance each student’s ability to explore, engage, and benefit from the World 
Learning global network.   

Every year, we welcome another cohort of students to SIT, knowing that they 
will take their SIT education and go on to do amazing things in the world.  
I look forward to meeting you and learning more about your aspirations and 
objectives in building a more peaceful and just world. 

Sincerely,

Adam S. Weinberg 
President, World Learning/SIT

A MESSAGE FROM  
Adam Weinberg
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SIT Graduate Institute programs 
n   Prepare hands-on professionals to be successful in intercultural and  

international environments
n   Offer the opportunity to study with faculty who practice what they teach
n   Provide the professional skills to effect self-reliant and sustainable change
n   Use innovative problem-solving strategies to address critical issues
n    Are based on a commitment to the principles of social justice, including  

creating fair and equal opportunities for all people
n   Utilize the experiential learning cycle, which integrates concrete experience,  

objective observation, theory and analysis, and active experimentation

Our mission
SIT prepares students to be interculturally effective leaders, professionals,  
and citizens. In so doing, SIT fosters a worldwide network of individuals  
and organizations committed to responsible global citizenship. SIT fulfills this  
mission with field-based academic study abroad programs for undergraduates  
and accredited master’s degrees and certificate programs for graduates  
and professionals.

Accreditation
World Learning’s academic programs offered through SIT (founded as the School 
for International Training) are accredited by the New England Association of Schools 
and Colleges. Inquiries regarding the accreditation status by the New England  
Association should be directed to the administrative staff of SIT. Individuals may  
also contact: Commission on Institutions of Higher Education, New England  
Association of Schools and Colleges, 209 Burlington Road, Bedford, MA  
01730-1433; 781-271-0022; email: cihe@neasc.org. 

“ SIT is the right place  
for you if you are really  
passionate about what  
you are doing and want  
to learn what it takes  
to truly understand  
and make a difference  
in a community.” 

VENKATESH M. RAGHAVENDRA, 
SIT GRADUATE INSTITUTE  
ALUMNUS, CHIEF PHILANTHROPY  
OFFICER, AMERICAN  
INDIA FOUNDATION

About SIT
SIT Graduate Institute equips students with theoretical knowledge, field experience, and  
professional skills. Programs are based on an experiential learning model and a commitment  
to social justice and intercultural communication.

PHOTO BY ALISA BARRY, ARTISAN IMAGES



SIT Graduate Institute prepares students from across the globe to be  
interculturally effective leaders, professionals, and citizens.
SIT’s graduate and professional development programs are rooted in the experiential education model, where learning  
occurs at the nexus of theory and practice. Students are trained to become highly skilled practitioners who have a  
commanding knowledge of the theoretical basis of their profession, experience in the field, and an awareness of  
their own capabilities, values, and ethics.

Students can choose from various master’s degrees, certificate programs, and professional development programs in  
fields ranging from international education to sustainable development to language teaching. In order to accommodate 
diverse professional and personal objectives, programs of varying duration and format are offered on SIT’s historic 200-acre 
campus in Vermont; on our campus at our World Learning offices in Washington, DC; online; and at overseas field sites. 
In each program area, students examine contemporary social, economic, and political issues, with particular attention  
to the human and ethical dimensions of these issues. Our TESOL program prepares teachers to work effectively in  
classrooms and schools by developing essential competencies in reflective, learner-centered teaching.

SIT graduates go on to start nonprofit organizations, work in the field of international education, teach English as a second 
language, become government and civic leaders, and achieve success in the private sector in highly diverse entities across 
the globe. Students gain the leadership capabilities and cross-cultural competencies needed to advance international  
understanding, work effectively in multicultural environments, and foster a more socially just and economically  
sustainable world.

Our history
Founded as the School for International Training in 1964, SIT was established to prepare future generations of leaders  
in education, training, and service. Initially a training center for early Peace Corps volunteers, SIT is the accredited higher  
education institution of World Learning, a leader in the fields of international exchange, study abroad, sustainable  
development, teacher education, language training, and peacebuilding. 

Comprising people from many different backgrounds and currently serving students from more than 30 countries,  
SIT strives to create a learning and teaching environment that maximizes the potential of each person. Like all World Learning  
programs, SIT cultivates a worldwide network of individuals and organizations committed to social justice and responsible 
global citizenship. 

   SIT Graduate Institute     5     

EARLY PEACE CORPS STAFF AND TRAINEES DURING A  
PRE-SERVICE TRAINING PROJECT CONDUCTED ON WORLD  
LEARNING’S FORMER PUTNEY CAMPUS.



SIT and World Learning’s Global Reach
World Learning and its partners are creating, leading, and developing social justice,  
educational, and international development organizations in more than 70 countries  
around the world. 

6      www.sit.edu/graduate        

Liberia
A World Learning project 
addresses critical gaps in 
Liberia’s health-care system, 
including HIV/AIDS preven-
tion and maternal and child 
health. The project adminis-
ters grants and strengthens 
the capacity of Liberian 
organizations to provide  
services, advocate for posi-
tive change, and comply 
with international donor 
regulations. (USAID funded)

Ghana
Study abroad opportuni-
ties in Ghana include 
two semester programs 
for undergraduates and 
a summer program for 
high school students 
that focus on culture, 
arts, and identity. A  
service learning program 
for college freshmen 
run in partnership with 
Princeton University is 
also offered. 

United States
The World Learning site in Brattle-
boro, Vermont, hosts on-campus 
components of SIT Graduate  
Institute programs and administra-
tive offices for The Experiment in 
International Living, SIT Graduate 
Institute, and SIT Study Abroad.

The World Learning site in Wash-
ington, DC, is home to the one-year 
Master of Arts in Sustainable  
Development degree, as well  
as other components of  
SIT Graduate Institute and  
International Development  
and Exchange programs.

Chile
SIT Study Abroad and The 
Experiment in International Living 
run programs in Chile that explore 
issues of social justice, traditional 
medicine, community develop-
ment, and education. 

Switzerland
SIT Study Abroad’s programs  
in Switzerland, which examine  
international diplomacy and 
global health, include lectures 
and briefings at highly regarded  
organizations, such as United 
Nations agencies, the International 
Red Cross, the World Health  
Organization, and platforms of 
the World Trade Organization. 
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World Learning visitor exchange or capacity-building presence

World Learning program bases or offices

Macedonia
World Learning’s Macedonia 
project assists nearly a dozen 
Macedonian institutions— 
including the Ministry  
of Justice, State Education 
Inspectorate, and the State 
Commission for Prevention of 
Corruption—in their efforts to  
become more effective and  
efficient. (USAID funded) 

Ethiopia
World Learning’s largest field office works 
across Ethiopia to increase access to quality 
basic education, promote gender equality, and 
care for vulnerable children, especially those 
affected by HIV/AIDS. Training and support 
increase the capacity of communities and 
institutions to take ownership of their own 
development and ensure sustainability.  
(USAID funded)

India
World Learning’s Legislative  
Fellows Program is a two-way  
exchange program for profes-
sionals and young leaders from 
Bhutan, India, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Nepal, Pakistan, and 
the US. The project is intended to 
strengthen participants’ under-
standing of the US legislative 
process and civil society’s role in 
the political process, and to foster 
relationships among Asian and 
American institutions. SIT Study 
Abroad offers four programs in 
India that focus on a variety of 
issues, including health, human 
rights, development, and the arts.  

Iraq
With US State Department Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs 
funding, World Learning’s Iraqi Young Leaders Exchange programs offer 
Iraqi high school and university students a chance to experience Ameri-
can culture firsthand while learning about leadership, tolerance, advocacy, 
and civil society development. 

Oman

The World Learning Oman Center hosts an SIT Study Abroad  
program that focuses on political culture and economic development  
in the Gulf, as well as a site for intensive Arabic language classes,  
customized programs, and student excursions.



Students attend classes at our Washington, DC,  
or Brattleboro, Vermont, campuses, or online.

Students acquire theoretical knowledge  
and develop professional competencies.

n   Core Courses 
n   Degree-Specific Courses
n   Peer Work and Review
n   Language and Cultural Proficiency* 
    *  not required for the MA in TESOL program

Path to Your Career
SIT Graduate Institute’s experiential programs are designed for career advancement.

Students apply knowledge and skills acquired in the 
classroom while exploring their professional fields in 
real-world settings. 

International and US-Based Intensive Courses
n    Short-term, field-based intensives in the US and 

international locations

Field Practicum/Teaching Internship
n    Field placement in a professional position related  

to a student’s coursework and career goals

n   Interaction with faculty advisors and a cohort of 
peers involved in similar work around the globe

n   Students select practicum/internship positions that 
enable practice in and deeper examination of their 
chosen fields. Students find positions on their own, 
and through planned placements, fellowships, and 
the World Learning network.

Students evaluate the achievement of learning  
objectives, demonstrate field-based competencies, 
and reassess theoretical knowledge in light of profes-
sional application through a final written project that:

n   Examines practicum/internship experiences

n   Integrates theory and practice

n   Contributes to the chosen field

n  Assesses and synthesizes learning 

n    Demonstrates professional competencies through  
a final presentation to faculty and peers

Coursework

Field Experience

Capstone/Portfolio

Alumni are creating, developing, and leading social 
justice, educational, and international development 
organizations around the world. SIT alumni include:

n   Chuck Amorosino, Executive Director, TESOL 
(1999–2010)

n   Sheepa Hafiza, Director of Gender, Justice,  
Diversity, and Advocacy, BRAC

n   Azi (Azhar) Hussain, Vice President for Preventive 
Diplomacy, International Center for Religion  
and Diplomacy

n  Pamela White, US Ambassador to Gambia

n   Jody Williams, Teacher/Aid Worker, Nobel Peace 
Prize laureate (1997)

Career
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Digital Stories
Use control bar start or stop. 

Becca Polk tells of her Intercultural Communication course in Morocco.

Julia Fisher describes her Intercultural Communication course in Mexico.



Video
Use control bar start or stop. 

Josh Davis tells about the Market Basket Project in Vermont.
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Featured Alumni

Beth West 
Master of Arts in International  
Education (2010)

Beth West says SIT was the bridge 
that forged the way to her profes-
sional success at Fulbright Colombia.

As part of her practicum, Beth  
designed Operación Retorno, the first 
comprehensive reentry model for any 
Fulbright program worldwide. She 
also helped launch Centro de Con-
sejeria Educativa, today the flagship 
office of EducationUSA in Colombia, 
while establishing the center’s first 
internship program.

Beth gained the context and  
foundational knowledge for entry 
into the field of international student 
advising and exchange management 
through the program’s coursework 
phase: “I continually draw on this 
theoretical foundation, as well as on 
information I learned through SIT’s 
management and intercultural  
communication courses.” 

Beth cites the connections and  
professional development oppor-
tunities available to her through 
her graduate education: “The SIT 
network includes some of the most 
talented change-makers I know.”

Josh Davis 
Master of Arts in Sustainable  
Development (2008) 

Washington, DC, in January is not 
usually associated with farming and 
agriculture. But after a two-week 
course in policy advocacy, SIT 
Graduate student Josh Davis  
could think of nothing else.

Josh says, “Before you talk about 
anything, if people aren’t eating, 
nothing else matters.”

Prior to SIT, Josh was an English 
teacher with the Peace Corps where 
he saw education become an  
afterthought for families unable  
to meet their basic food needs.

Through graduate work at SIT, Josh 
was able to engage with sustainable 
development theory while gaining 
practical experience that led him to a 
career in food security and advocacy.

Josh now works as a community 
organizer bringing healthy, local food 
to public schools, low-income housing 
developments, and homeless shel-
ters. He is proud to be an agent of 
change within his local community.

Sarah Fuhrmann 
Master of Arts in  
Conflict Transformation (2009)

Sarah Fuhrmann combined her SIT  
capstone with two years of field  
experience through the Peace Corps 
Master’s International program, 
where she designed and implemented 
peacebuilding workshops for net-
works of midwives in Guatemala. 
“Since it is virtually impossible to 
reach each woman individually,” 
Sarah says, “making use of  
midwives is a practical method  
to deliver information.”

The workshops were designed to 
build on midwives’ skills by increasing 
their ability to understand conflict, 
identify signs of domestic violence, 
and help eradicate violence through 
legal means.

“Ultimately, peacebuilding and  
transformation of conflicts comes 
down to relationship building,” says 
Sarah. “By spending so much time 
with the women that I worked with 
and through starting to know their  
communities and culture, we were 
able to form friendships and take a 
step down the path toward lasting 
positive change.”
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SIT faculty bring passion to both classroom and fieldwork, 

with a deep focus on the student experience. They share 

their commitment and strategies in a close community rich  

with ideas, innovative solutions, and a global perspective. 

Professional staff and alumni with special expertise enhance 

classroom discussions and networking opportunities, lecture  

on special topics, offer career advice, and meet informally  

to exchange ideas. 

For more information about our faculty,  
please visit our website: www.sit.edu/grad-faculty
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Academic Leadership and Faculty

SIT Graduate Institute faculty practice what they teach. With expertise in conflict 
transformation, international development, English and foreign language learning, 
international education, social justice, management, and human rights, faculty  
at SIT Graduate Institute have come together at an institution that bridges  
practice and theory.

The collective experience of the faculty shapes a curriculum that equips  
students with the knowledge, skills, and attitudes required of global citizens.  
Their professional and academic networks provide opportunities for students  
to make career connections around the world.

SIT’s diverse, multicultural faculty have experience as consultants, trainers, and 
developers in the business, nonprofit, education, and public sectors, and many are 
returned Peace Corps volunteers. They pursue specialty areas of interest and  
frequently publish research on topics ranging from sustainable industrial development  
to brain-friendly learning and the role of technology in language teaching.  
Affiliated faculty and practitioners in residence from across the World Learning  
international education and international development network provide additional  
resources for graduate students.

In addition to teaching, SIT faculty are the founders and directors of a number of 
NGOs. They also are engaged in a variety of consulting projects for the US State 
Department, NGOs, and other public- and private-sector organizations  
and agencies.  
n   Tatsushi (Tats) Arai’s current projects include field research in Pakistan. He is  

also a public speaker who is striving to transform both the US-led War on  
Terror discourse and the growing networks of organized militancy in the Afghan- 
Pakistan context. 

n   Nikoi Kote-Nikoi is the co-founder and chief economist of the Center for Policy 
Priorities, a public policy research and advocacy institution in Accra, Ghana.

n   Paula Green, the founder and director of SIT’s pioneering Conflict Transformation 
Across Cultures peacebuilding program, is also the founder and executive director 
of the Karuna Center for Peacebuilding, an NGO based in Amherst, Massachusetts,  
that focuses on international conflict transformation, intercommunal dialogue,  
and reconciliation. 

n   Susan Barduhn is a consultant and past president of the International Association 
of Teachers of English as a Foreign Language. 

n   Sora Friedman is chair of the NAFSA: Association of International Educators’  
Trainer Corps.

Select Faculty Publications 
n   Creativity and Conflict Resolution: Alternative Pathways to Peace (2009,  

Routledge), Tatsushi (Tats) Arai
n   Integrating Language and Content (2010, TESOL) 

Susan Barduhn (co-author)
n   Effective Multicultural Teams: Theory and Practice  

(Advances in Group Decision and Negotiation) (2008, Springer)  
Claire B. Halverson (Editor), S. Aqeel Tirmizi (Editor)

n   The Multiple Realities of Multilingualism: Personal Narratives and Researchers’ 
Perspectives (2009, Mouton de Gruyter), Elka Toldeva (co-editor)
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A hallmark of SIT Graduate Institute’s Master of Arts programs is the field  
experience, during which students apply knowledge and skills they  
acquired on campus in a real-world setting. They receive course credit for  
documenting the integration of their knowledge and skills in a professional  
context, while remaining engaged with faculty and other students. 

Students obtain practicum placements with organizations of their choosing,  
in a limited number of World Learning positions, or in teaching internships in  
the US or overseas. Positions may be either unpaid internships or paid professional  
positions, depending on the student’s program, previous experience, and goals. 

Recent Positions
n  Program Director, Teach For America, USA 
n  Director of Pre-Service Training, Peace Corps, Cape Verde
n   Assistant to Senior Gender Policy Advisor, Millennium Project, United Nations 
n   Consultant for Monitoring and Evaluation, and for Financial Development,  

Mali Health Organizing Project, Bamako, Mali 
n   Sudan Project Research Consultant, US Institute of Peace Studies,  

Washington, DC
n   Project Manager, Laos-Australian NGO Cooperation Agreement Project  

and Dak Cheung Food Security Project, CARE, Laos
n   Refugee Teacher and Trainer, working with migrant and refugee populations, 

World Education’s SHIELD Project, Mae Sot, Thailand 
n  Teacher of English, Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University, South Africa 
n   Marketing & Alumni Relations Manager, Spanish Studies Abroad, the Center  

for Cross-Cultural Study, Amherst, Massachusetts

Fieldwork Practicum/Internship 
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Experiential programs equip students with theoretical knowledge, intercultural  
communication skills, and work experience in their field.

Students learn how to examine critical issues from multiple perspectives, acquire intercultural communication skills, and  
enhance their ability to work toward greater social justice. They are exposed to a variety of theories and ideas while learning 
from faculty, practitioners, fellow students, and their own experience. 

SIT students represent a wide variety of socioeconomic backgrounds and come from across the globe. They have worked for 
educational institutions, NGOs, and in the public and private sector. They may be activists working on issues of social justice 
and human rights, teachers, international education professionals, or recently returned Peace Corps volunteers. Students  
include experienced professionals who want to sharpen their skills, mid-career professionals seeking to change careers or 
boost their credentials, and recent college graduates.

While tailored to specific professional areas, all programs have common goals: to develop in students the knowledge, skills, 
and critical awareness to be professionally effective and successful in intercultural settings, and to possess the leadership 
needed to build a more sustainable and peaceful world.

Degree Options
n  Master of Arts in Peacebuilding and Conflict Transformation
n  Master of Arts in International Education (on-campus and low-residency formats)
n  Master of Arts in Sustainable Development (in Vermont and in Washington, DC)
n  Master of Arts in Intercultural Service, Leadership, and Management—Self-Designed Program
n  Master of Arts in Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL)

Degree Components*
n   Coursework. Students take a set of core courses, as well as courses specific to their chosen degree. Coursework  

combines facilitated discussions, simulations, and other methods of experiential learning, through which students acquire  
the theoretical knowledge and professional competencies essential for their professional development.

n   Professional Practice. Students spend several months working with an organization of their choice that is relevant to their 
professional goals. The field practice can take the form of a full-time, paid position or an unpaid internship. Students are 
generally responsible for finding their own placements with the assistance of faculty and SIT Career Services, though some 
competitive fellowships and other placements may also be available. During this phase, students remain in contact with 
faculty advisors and a cohort of peers involved in similar work around the globe. The practicum allows students to  
apply the knowledge and skills acquired on campus in a real-world setting.

n   Capstone Paper and Seminar. The final capstone project provides students with opportunities to investigate a question 
related to their professional practice and make an original contribution to their degree field. The capstone paper documents 
learning achieved during the off-campus phase. Capstone papers are presented to the SIT community during a one-week 
capstone seminar, which is offered multiple times throughout the year. 

n   Language and Cultural Proficiency. All students must satisfy a language and cultural proficiency requirement, which  
can be fulfilled in a variety of ways, depending on the skills and needs of the student. All options require the successful  
completion of a course in intercultural communication. 

     *  For Sustainable Development in Washington, DC, degree components, see page 22. For Teaching English to Speakers  
of Other Languages degree components, see page 23. 

SIT Master of Arts Degree Programs



“ I chose SIT’s degree for two 
reasons: the diversity of the 
student body and the out-
standing faculty. I also wanted 
an institution that incorporated 
my international experience 
with academic challenges  
and critical thinking.” 

   BREHAN DOUD 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS  
TEAM MEMBER 
MERCY CORPS
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STUDENTS IN PROFESSOR JOHN UNGERLEIDER’S 
COURSE ON CONFLICT AND IDENTITY, FALL 2010
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This program prepares professionals to design and lead conflict transformation  
programs, develop conflict prevention and conflict-sensitive interventions, and  
create and manage projects that address the causes and consequences of  
complex and multilayered conflicts. 

Through multidisciplinary coursework and real-world experience in the field,  
graduates are prepared for positions in a host of professional venues, including  
international organizations and NGOs, educational institutions, the media,  
the private sector, and government.

The program emphasizes innovative and culturally-sensitive approaches to  
intervention and reconciliation. Students learn to develop holistic responses  
to conflict in order to transform the relationships and systems that uphold  
seemingly intractable intercommunal conflicts around the world.  

Students learn from faculty and alumni who are engaged in peacebuilding activities 
in critical conflict zones. They conduct in-depth, multiangled analyses of conflict  
and explore potential solutions in diverse settings. 

SIT is also home to the pioneering Conflict Transformation Across Cultures (CONTACT) 
intensive peacebuilding programs currently offered in the US and South Asia.

Sample Coursework*
n   Theory and Practice of Conflict Transformation
n   Postwar Development and Peacebuilding
n   Conflict and Identity
n   Initiatives in Peacebuilding
n   Mediation
n   Policy Advocacy
n   Youth Program Design
n   Arts for Social Change

Recent Practicum Placements and Capstone Papers
PRACTICUM: CSS Project for Integrative Mediation, Pristina, Kosovo 

CAPSTONE:    Investigation and Analysis of Non-Traditional NATO Roles in  
Kosovo: Building Bridges between Military and Humanitarian Actors 

PRACTICUM: Land Is Life, Northeast India 

CAPSTONE:  Transforming Conflict Affecting the People of Manipur

PRACTICUM: The Institute for Multitrack Diplomacy, Arlington, Virginia

CAPSTONE:   Interaction Between Track One and Track Two Actors in Georgia

Current Alumni Positions 
n   Community Relations Service Administrator, US Department of Justice,  

Washington, DC
n  Conflict Management Teacher, University of Port Elizabeth, South Africa

*  Please refer to our website and course catalog for a complete listing of course offerings and degree requirements.

Acquire practical skills and strategies for peacebuilding from an academic institution 
pioneering the field of conflict transformation. 

Master of Arts in Peacebuilding and Conflict Transformation

Tatsushi (Tats) Arai, PhD
Associate Professor, 
Peacebuilding and Conflict  
Transformation

Tats started his journey of peace- 
building in Hiroshima at age 15. 
This personal journey has evolved 
into his work as an international 
mediator, trainer, advisor, and  
researcher in conflict transformation. 
Tats regularly trains and facilitates 
dialogues among civil society  
leaders, diplomats, and other  
policy-relevant audiences con-
cerned with ethno-political conflicts 
and networks of organized militancy. 
His recent publications include  
Creativity and Conflict Resolution.



“ I was hired in a full-time  
paid position working in  
study abroad immediately  
after classes ended,  
enabling me to start my  
career while completing  
my practicum.” 

   JOAN PERRAULT 
INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION STUDENT 
PRACTICUM PHASE
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SHALINI SINGH 
INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION MA STUDENT
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Linda Drake Gobbo, MBA 
Professor, International  
Education

Linda began her career in  
international education at a  
higher education institution  
working with students from  
20-plus countries, and has  
been in education ever since.  
She consults in strategic plan-
ning, training and curriculum  
design, and team development 
for schools and nonprofit  
organizations. Linda served  
in leadership roles in NAFSA:  
Association for International  
Educators, and continues to  
enjoy working on projects with 
SIT alumni for this, and  
other organizations.

Gain the skills necessary to effectively plan and manage international  
education programs from a leader in the field. Choose between on-campus  
or low-residency options.*

SIT’s Master of Arts in International Education formally prepares more professionals  
in study abroad exchange, citizen exchange, and international student advising than  
any other university in the world today. Students examine the effects of globalism, 
internationalization efforts, changing technology, and education policy on international 
programs as they master skills and strategies in program development and support. 

Through a carefully designed combination of faculty instruction, personal practice, 
analysis, and experience, students are prepared for positions as directors of study 
abroad or international student services, international student advisors, program 
designers, exchange program managers, or international student recruiters. 

In addition to SIT’s expert graduate faculty, students gain valuable access to SIT 
partner programs. International Education students engage with staff from World 
Learning’s well-regarded exchange and education programs, including SIT Study 
Abroad and The Experiment in International Living. 

The low-residency option is a flexible and customized way for working professionals 
to advance their careers without leaving their current jobs and communities.

Sample Coursework**
n   Theory and Practice of International Education 
n   International Educational Policy
n   Design and Delivery of International Education Programs
n  Youth Program Leadership
n  Education for Social Justice
n  Budgeting and Managing Financial Resources

Recent Practicum Placements and Capstone Papers
PRACTICUM: US Peace Corps, Uganda 

CAPSTONE:    International Volunteerism: Host Communities’  
Awareness of Peace Corps Volunteers’ Benefits in Uganda 

PRACTICUM: Presbyterian College, Clinton, South Carolina

CAPSTONE:    Encounter the Third World: A New Course Design  
for the Semester in Cuba Program 

Current Alumni Positions 
n  Associate Dean, International Education, University of Richmond
n  International Student and Scholar Advisor, University of California at Berkeley
n  English Language Training Exchanges Coordinator, Ministry of Education, Chile   

*  Please note that the low-residency MA is designed for professionals already working in the field of international education.

**  Please refer to our website and course catalog for a complete listing of course offerings, program sequence,  
and other degree details.

Master of Arts in International Education



“ The wonderful thing about 
SIT is that it really empowers 
students to become leaders  
in their fields. SIT encouraged  
me to take initiative  
and become part of the  
community of thinkers  
on climate change.” 

   JULIE SNOREK 
DOCTORAL RESEARCHER 
UNITED NATIONS UNIVERSITY  
INSTITUTE FOR ENVIRONMENT  
AND HUMAN SECURITY
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JED BLUME 
SELF-DESIGNED MA IN INTERCULTURAL SERVICE,
LEADERSHIP, AND MANAGEMENT STUDENT 
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Karen Blanchard, PhD 
Associate Professor, Service, 
Leadership, and Management 

Karen developed SIT’s first 
course in conflict transformation. 
She has managed programs for 
the US Peace Corps and the In-
tergovernmental Organization for 
Migration, and consulted for the 
Karuna Center for Peacebuilding. 
Along with other returned Peace 
Corps volunteers and Ethiopian 
colleagues, Karen founded the 
Asela-Arsi School Development 
Organization. She serves  
as president of the board of  
Sandglass Theater and is the 
faculty advisor for the on-campus 
spirituality exploration group. 

Students create their own program of study by drawing on the resources and 
course options offered through the following degree programs based on SIT’s  
Vermont campus: conflict transformation, international education, and sustainable  
development. Students work with faculty advisors to develop personal learning 
plans and set specific objectives tailored to fit their individual career goals. 

Sample Coursework*

Examples of coursework chosen by recent students in this program include:
n   Economics, Financial Management, Strategic Planning, Policy and Citizen  

Advocacy, Post-conflict Reconstruction 
n   Training Design, Program Planning, Training for Social Action, Project Design  

and Planning, Financial Management 
n     Marketing, Training Design Theory, Conflict and Identity, Youth Program  

Leadership, Practice of International Education

Recent Practicum Placements and Capstone Papers
PRACTICUM: Karen Women’s Organization, Thailand 

CAPSTONE:   An Examination of How Refugee Resettlement Affects the Experiences  
of Karen Female Refugees Who Remain on the Thai/Burma Border 

PRACTICUM:  Center on Democracy in a Multiracial Society, University of Illinois  
at Urbana-Champaign 

CAPSTONE:   International Students’ Adjustment Process within US Academia, 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 

PRACTICUM: Mali Health Organizing Project, Bamako, Mali  

CAPSTONE:   Some Best Advocacy Practices in the Fight against HIV/AIDS  
in Mali, West Africa 

Current Alumni Positions 
n     Director of Pre-Service Training, Peace Corps, Cape Verde
n     Program Director, Teach For America, USA
n     Cross-Cultural Market Researcher, Groupo Vent-r Global, Costa Rica
n      Program Manager, Eaton Consulting Group, USA
n     Operations Manager, Karmê Chöling Buddhist Meditation Center, USA
n     Director, Yukon River Inter-Tribal Watershed Council, USA/Canada

*  Please refer to our website and course catalog for a complete listing of course offerings and degree requirements.

Self-Designed Program 
Design your own personalized, interdisciplinary graduate degree program  
based on your individual objectives. Gain exposure to several different degree fields  
or develop a specific set of new skills necessary for professional advancement.

Master of Arts in Intercultural Service, Leadership,  
and Management



“ Though I have long understood 
many of the challenges facing 
women in Ghana, my studies at 
SIT Graduate Institute helped me 
to understand the roots of these 
problems and to support women 
through trainings, advocacy  
campaigns, and by helping  
to create a supportive network.” 

   AZIZ RAUF MASUD 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
RURAL AND URBAN WOMEN’S  
ASSOCIATION OF NORTHERN GHANA
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SHAMBULIA-KUISHI GADSDEN SAMS
MA IN SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT STUDENT
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Examine competing theories and alternative approaches to development practice while 
building competencies in key areas, such as community empowerment, monitoring and  
evaluation, policy analysis, advocacy, training, program planning, and proposal writing. 
Choose from our programs in Brattleboro, Vermont, or Washington, DC.

Nikoi Kote-Nikoi, PhD
Professor, Sustainable  
Development

As a development consultant,  
Nikoi has worked with international 
businesses and organizations,  
including the Ford Foundation.  
He has also served as a policy 
analyst and director of research at 
the Institute of Economic Affairs in 
his native Ghana, and as a visiting 
professor at the University of Co-
penhagen. His research and writing 
explore context-specific theories and 
practices of development. Nikoi is 
the co-founder and chief economist 
of the Center for Policy Priorities, a 
public policy research and advocacy 
institution in Accra, Ghana.

As the higher education institution of World Learning—a leading international  
development organization—SIT is uniquely qualified to prepare its graduates to 
work with communities around the world in meeting their development needs.  
The World Learning/SIT global network of professional and academic contacts  
and its ongoing development projects help students advance their careers by  
building connections worldwide.

SIT’s Sustainable Development program prepares graduates for positions in  
organizations working toward a more equitable and sustainable use of the world’s 
wealth and natural resources. The program emphasizes the importance of civil  
society actors and institutions, including NGOs, community programs, women’s  
organizations, social movements, coalitions, advocacy groups, charitable  
organizations, and faith-based organizations. 

Program in Brattleboro, Vermont

Sample Coursework*
n  Theory and Practice of Sustainable Development
n  Development Management 
n  Monitoring and Evaluation
n  Economics
n  Topics in Policy Analysis and Advocacy
n  Nonprofit, NGO, and Social Business Management
n  International Policy and Citizen Advocacy
n  Leadership, Community, and Coalition Building
n  Training for Social Action 

Recent Practicum Placements and Capstone Papers
PRACTICUM:   HakiElimu Community Governance Program,  

Dar es Salaam, Tanzania 

CAPSTONE:    Bridging the Gap: Strategic Framing and Budget Advocacy in Tanzania 

PRACTICUM: World Vision, Seattle, Washington 

CAPSTONE:    Maturing Advocacy: One International NGO’s Experience in  
Developing Advocacy Across the Organization and into the Programs 

PRACTICUM: World Learning/SIT, Brattleboro, Vermont 

CAPSTONE:    Implementing a Monitoring and Evaluation System in the IRCS  
Tsunami Community Outreach Programme, Banda Aceh, Indonesia 

Current Alumni Positions
n   Field Researcher, Sustainable Agriculture and Natural Resource Management, 

Andes Project, Ecuador
n  Executive Director, Greater Philadelphia Coalition Against Hunger

 *Please refer to our website and course catalog for a complete listing of course offerings and degree requirements.

Master of Arts in Sustainable Development



Program in Washington, DC

SIT’s one-year program for development professionals provides leadership and  
innovation in international development policy, management, and practice, with an  
emphasis on local leadership, community ownership, and global collaboration.
n   Develop cutting-edge global skills and knowledge through hands-on learning  

with some of the most innovative development organizations in the world. 
n   Graduate in just 12 months with the expertise and experience you need to  

make significant contributions in the development field. 
n   Study in Washington, DC, and in the field with World Learning’s International  

Development and Exchange Programs and other development NGOs and  
agencies around the world.

With an emphasis on development policy, management, and practice, graduates  
will be prepared for positions such as program director; program manager;  
capacity-building specialist; monitoring and evaluation officer; policy analyst;  
advocate, outreach, and education officer; and coordinator of partnerships,  
networks, and alliances.

Degree Sequence
12 Months, Three Semesters
n Semester I: Coursework in Washington, DC
n Semester II: Practicum in the Field of International Development
n Semester III: Coursework in Washington, DC
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Master of Arts in Sustainable Development
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Master of Arts in Teaching English to  
Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL) 
SIT’s Master of Arts in TESOL is designed around students’ professional goals in teaching within the US or internationally. 
SIT’s TESOL graduates work around the world for increased peace and social justice through their language teaching.

SIT’s TESOL program is built on the interplay between personal experience and academic study. During a course in  
methodology, for example, students not only read about effective methodologies; they also experience learning with an  
authority in that method. Students test the method by teaching their peers and by reflecting on their own understanding and  
those of others through class discussions, group projects, and individual papers. This cycle of experience, reflection,  
and experience is the foundation of SIT’s TESOL program.

Degree Components
n   First-term coursework (on campus). Students take a set of core courses to gain theoretical knowledge and practical 

tools while preparing for their teaching internship.

n   Supervised teaching experience. Students test out the theories, tools, and perspectives acquired during the first term. 
Students receive the critical feedback necessary for continued professional development. 

n   Second-term coursework (on campus). Students delve more deeply into new material in applied linguistics,  
methodology, and curriculum design, drawing upon their experiences and insights from the field. They are also able  
to benefit from the experiences and perspectives of their peers.

n   Final project or teaching portfolio. Final projects may take the form of a professional portfolio, an academic research  
paper, a classroom-based action research project, a materials development project, an exchange group leadership project, 
or a language/culture study abroad project.

Sample Coursework*

   

*Please refer to our website and course catalog for a complete listing of course offerings, program sequence, and other degree details.

More than 3,000 SIT alumni over the past 40 years have created a reputation you can count on.  
Learn more about SIT’s Master of Arts in TESOL through the words of alumni, faculty, students, and 
employers at blogs.sit.edu/tesol.

n   Second Language Acquisition
n   Curriculum Design and Assessment
n  Language Analysis for Lesson Planning
n  Group Dynamics

n  The Politics of TESOL
n  Peer Mentoring
n  Intercultural Communication
n  Becoming a Teacher Educator



SHERON GITTENS  
MA IN TESOL STUDENT
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“ One of the best decisions 
I’ve ever made.” 

   MELODY NOLL, SIT MA  
TEACHING ALUMNA, ESL/EFL 
INSTRUCTOR, CONSULTANT, AND 
TEACHER TRAINER, AMERITALK



Elka Toldeva, PhD 
Professor, Language  
Teacher Education

Elka is a teacher trainer, linguist, 
interpreter, and language educator.  
A native of Bulgaria, her experi-
ence teaching at universities on 
three continents and with other 
teachers around the world has 
shaped her career as a language 
practitioner. She has written on 
numerous topics, including  
multilingualism, EFL/ELF, and 
brain-friendly learning. Elka 
dedicates much of her time to 
exploring teacher cognition from 
a constructivist perspective and 
to the role of the arts in learning  
and teaching.
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MA in TESOL Program Sequence
September–December: First semester on campus
January and February: Teaching internship in the US or overseas
March–May: Second semester on campus, culminating with a final portfolio 

Students train to work as TESOL professionals with adults or children in the US  
and around the globe. Graduates work in universities and colleges, high schools, 
language institutes, nonprofits and NGOs, government agencies, and the  
private sector. 

The six- to eight-week off-campus teaching internship can be conducted at a range 
of sites in the US or abroad—including refugee camps or resettlement programs, 
adult education programs, universities and community colleges—in both urban and  
rural settings. 

  Recent Internship Placement Sites
  n   Memel Primary School and Zamani Secondary School, South Africa
  n    Centro Espiral Mana, Costa Rica
 n   World Education, Thailand
 n    American English Language Institute, University of Connecticut
 n   Lutheran Social Services, Concord, New Hampshire

     Current Alumni Positions
 n   Visiting Professor, Korea Advanced Institute of Science and  

Technology, South Korea
 n  ESOL Professor, Dulwich College, Suzhou, China
 n  Professor of Intensive English, Kansai Gaidai University, Japan
 n   English Language Fellow, US Department of State and Georgetown  

University Center for Intercultural Education and Development, USA
 n  English Teacher, Universal American School, Kuwait
 n   US Department of State English Language Officer, Russia

 

Please refer to our website and course catalog for a complete listing of course offerings and other degree details.
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Financial Aid and Scholarships
SIT is committed to helping students realize their potential and dedicated to providing financial aid to as 
many students as possible. SIT provides funding from a variety of sources, including federal and private 
loans, grants, partnerships with other organizations, and scholarships. 

SIT offers grants and scholarships based on several criteria, including need and demonstrated  
commitment to the SIT mission. Approximately 90 percent of students receive scholarships from  
SIT’s many endowed and targeted funds in amounts ranging from $500 to $10,000.

Our Financial Aid Office provides guidance on all aspects of funding.  
Please contact us or visit our website for more information: www.sit.edu/grad-funding.

Non-Discrimination Statement

It is the policy of World Learning to provide equal employment and educational opportunities to all persons regardless of age, ethnic origin, gender, nationality, physical or learning  

ability, race, religion, sexual orientation, gender identity, protected veteran’s status, and/or other legally protected status.

This publication and its provisions do not constitute a contract between any party or parties and SIT Graduate Institute. At the time of publication, reasonable effort was made to  

ensure the factual accuracy of the information. However, this publication is not a complete statement of all policies, procedures, rules, regulations, and academic requirements applicable  

to SIT Graduate Institute, its students, or its programs. SIT Graduate Institute reserves the right to make changes and additions to the information in this publication without prior notice.

Admissions
SIT’s team of experienced admissions counselors assists applicants throughout the application  
process, from initial inquiry to program enrollment. Programs begin in spring (January), summer,  
and fall. Some programs fill early, so please visit our website for application deadlines and details: 
www.sit.edu/grad-admissions.
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Service Organization Partnerships  
and Scholarship Opportunities
SIT values the unique experiences of students who have dedicated themselves to 
service organizations. We have partnered with these organizations to provide  
scholarships and support for their members.  

Peace Corps 
SIT works with Peace Corps volunteers in three ways: 
n   Peace Corps volunteers who have already completed their Peace Corps  

service and are members of the National Peace Corps Association are eligible  
for a competitively awarded scholarship of $10,000. The award is based on the 
type of work completed and the candidate’s ability to relate that experience  
to his or her chosen SIT degree. 

n    Students who wish to complete Peace Corps service for their practicum are  
eligible for a 50 percent scholarship applicable to this portion of the program 
through Master’s International.  

n    Paul D. Coverdell Fellows Program for returned Peace Corps volunteers.   
Fellows receive a $5,000 tuition scholarship plus room and board at SIT’s  
campus in Vermont during the first year (or the equivalent scholarship).

AmeriCorps/VISTA
SIT works with AmeriCorps/VISTA volunteers in two ways. Volunteers who have 
completed at least 10 months of service are eligible for a competitively awarded 
scholarship. The award is based on the type of work completed during service, as 
well as on the candidate’s experience before and after working with AmeriCorps. 
Students who wish to complete AmeriCorps service for their practicum are eligible 
for a scholarship applicable to this portion of the program.  

City Year
SIT awards up to five scholarships to former City Year participants and staff each 
year in recognition of a significant contribution of service. These scholarships, which 
cover 25 percent of tuition, will be awarded to the former City Year participants and 
staff who best exemplify an ability to function as interculturally effective leaders, 
professionals, and citizens.
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SIT Graduate Institute  
Campuses and Community

SIT Graduate Institute’s supportive, diverse, and community-focused learning  
and living environment is designed to help all students achieve their academic  
potential. International students comprise approximately 25 percent of SIT’s student 
body; these students typically come from more than 30 countries. Virtually all SIT 
graduate students have experience living in a culture other than their own. 

The Office of Campus Life, through the Division of Student Affairs, and SIT’s  
Career Services provide co-curricular support through a wide range of services  
and activities, including:
n  Professional/Career Development
n  Counseling Services
n  Disability Support Services
n  International Student and Scholar Services

In addition to coursework delivered on our campuses in Brattleboro, Vermont, and 
Washington, DC, students may have the opportunity to study and/or work in other 
World Learning centers and offices around the world, including in Oman, Ethiopia,  
and the Balkans.

SIT Campus in Brattleboro, Vermont 

SIT’s 200-acre campus in Brattleboro, Vermont, is home to SIT Graduate Institute  
programs, World Learning, SIT Study Abroad, and The Experiment in International  
Living administrative offices. Each year, about half of the student body lives in  
residences on campus. On-campus resources include residence halls, a dining  
hall, an internationally focused library, and technology and media services. 

Brattleboro’s residents are a mix of native Vermonters and individuals who have 
moved to the area from around the world. Brattleboro is an eclectic, dynamic,  
and civically engaged community boasting numerous restaurants, bookstores,  
art galleries, and festivals. Students can take advantage of southern Vermont’s  
numerous natural and recreational treasures while enjoying easy driving access  
to a number of major metropolitan centers, including Boston, Montreal, and  
New York City. 

SIT Campus in Washington, DC 

Conveniently located in the center of the US capital, SIT Graduate Institute’s site  
in Washington, DC, is home to the Master of Arts in Sustainable Development:  
International Policy and Management Program, and to World Learning’s International  
Development and Exchange Programs. Students have access to World Learning’s 
professional development staff and to experts from other organizations and  
agencies based in Washington, DC, including speakers, guest lecturers,  
mentors, and project supervisors, as well as other learning resources.  

In addition to housing the US federal government, Washington, DC, is home to 
more than 150 foreign embassies and the headquarters of numerous development-
related organizations, including the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund, 
and the Pan American Health Organization. Washington has a diverse population, 
numerous cultural and educational attractions, a high-quality public transportation 
system, and a wide array of restaurants.

“ SIT is the place to 
come to make global 
connections and  
great friends.” 

JON WOODS,  
SIT GRADUATE  
INSTITUTE  
ALUMNUS
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Other SIT/World Learning Programs
World Learning is a nonprofit organization that advances leadership through education,  
exchange, and development programs in more than 70 countries.

In addition to SIT Graduate Institute, World Learning operates the following programs: 

n   The Experiment in International Living offers high school students challenging opportunities with three- to five-week  
summer abroad programs. 

n   SIT Study Abroad offers semester, summer, and academic year programs in Africa, Asia and the Pacific,  
Europe, Latin America, and the Middle East, as well as comparative programs in multiple locations. 

n   International Exchange Programs bring emerging leaders from 140 countries annually to the US for academic,  
professional, and cultural exchanges. 

n   International Development Programs prepare communities worldwide to address critical issues, such as poverty,  
HIV/AIDS, marginalization, the global education crisis, and the need for government accountability.

Learn more at www.worldlearning.org
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FSC Logo and  
Info Here

Learn More

SIT offers open houses, as well as individual campus 
visits. Visit our website for detailed information and  
to apply online: www.sit.edu/graduate

Talk with one of our experienced  
admissions counselors: 800 336-1616,  
802 258-3510 (outside the US),  
or admissions@sit.edu


